118         THE BATTLE ON THE OUROQ

According to Maj or Gedel the French/Sixth Army, after
a long and exhausting march on the 2nd September
h,ad assembled north of Paris as follows: north of
Dammartin, General Lamaze with the 55th and 56ti
Reserve Divisions, and a Moroccan Brigade; at Louvres,
between Dammartin and St. Denis, General Vautier
with the Mth Division of the VII. Corps and the 63rd
Reserve Division; and north, of Clayes, Gillet's Cavalry
Brigade.   The 61st and 62nd Reserve Divisions under
General Ebner reached Pontoise on the 4th September
in a very exhausted condition, and were to move to
Attainville on the 6th.   The 45th Algerian Division
(General Drude) marched on the evening of the 5th
from Bourg-la-Reine to Dammartin as the General
Reserve of the Army.   Finally, the IV. Corps under
General Boelle was being detrained from the 3rd to
the 7th September at Gagny, south of Le Raincy.
Taken all round there were ten infantry divisions
and the cavalry of General Sordet and General Gillet,
including the eight or nine battalions of Zouaves and
Spahis, which were to arrive on the 9th.   Forming the
permanent garrison of Paris were the 83rd, 85th, 89feh3
and 92nd Territorial Divisions and the Marine Brigade
of Vice-Admiral Ronarich.

And yet the assembly of such a mass of troops on the
flank of the German western wing had been kept
secret.*

Plutarch, in his ''Maxims of Kings and Com-
manders/* says that Chabrias the Athenian named
as the greatest commander he who knows best what is
going on behind the enemy's lines. The vital importance

* Even by Von Kluck's dating, which is approximately correct,
tifty came up gradually and were rushed on to the battlefield.
They were never " assembled."